18/4/2000

Dear patriotic Lebanese

Please Call all the MP's in your country, call on the Red Cross, Call
on the UN and on all the Human Rights groups, ask them to pressure
the Beirut government to respect Human Rights in Lebanon and
release immediately the innocent youth detainees. See below the
emails needed for you to share in defending you country.

CCCLO Media Chairman

Elias Bejjani

Lebanese group demands Syrian forces leave

04/18/00

BEIRUT, April 18 (Reuters) - Dozens of members of a Lebanese opposition group held a second
day of demonstrations on Tuesday demanding that Syrian troops leave Lebanon.

Supporters of the Liberal National Current (LNC), an underground organization led by exiled
former Christian army commander Michel Aoun, marched in front of the national museum
chanting anti-Syrian slogans. The protesters, surrounded by riot police and Lebanese army
troops, were sprayed by water cannons and then fought with the police.

The LNC, a mainly student organization that has existed throughout the 1990s, has become more
active since Israel announced plans to withdraw from Lebanon. It has focused on distributing
pamphlets calling for Syrian troops to leave. On Monday five LNC protesters were arrested
during a demonstration called to demand the release of two activists detained on Sunday. Syria is
the main power broker in Lebanon with 35,000 troops stationed there since 1976 when they
entered as peacekeepers during its 1975-1990 civil war. Aoun, who served as Lebanon's Prime
Minister in 1988, was exiled to Paris in 1992 almost a year after he ousted from power by
Lebanese and Syrian troops and took shelter in the French embassy.

ACTION URGENTE

Hier, nous vous informions de l'arrestation arbitraire de trois opposants libanais, qui ont

finalement r (hier soir) avoir une amende. Les services de libanais
avaient d'interpeller trois autres personnes. Depuis, AOUN, Ziad ABS,
Toni ORIAN, Toni OTAYEK, et Patrick SMEHA ont (hier) en raison de leurs
d'opposition et devraient demain devant le "tribunal militaire
permanent”. Roni MAALOULI et Paul BASSIL ont hier soir et sont
toujours . Les des personnes au Liban en raison de leurs opinions
politiques font de mauvais traitements et de tortures. Les
sont courants. Aussi avons nous des raisons de craindre pour leur physique et
psychologique, et pour le de leurs droits fondamentaux par cette
arrestation arbitraire. Nous vous demandons d'adresser un
Monsieur Emile LAHOUD, de la ,

opendoor@presidency.gov.lb
Monsieur Selim EL-HOSS, Premier Ministre,

marasem@pcm.qgov.lb

demandant:

- Que les personnes toujours soient .

- Que la d'expression et les Droits de 'Homme soient au Liban.
Nous vous recommandons d'exprimer votre au sujet
de ces violations des Droits de 'Homme de:

Mary ROBINSON, Haut Commissaire des Nations Unies aux Droits de I'Homme
webadmin.hchr@unog.ch

Cet appel a 300 personnes. Merci de le relayer autant que
possible...

Cordialement.
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